
 

 

April 6, 2020 

 

Jeff King, President 

International Christian Concern 

2020 Pennsylvania Ave NW #941 

Washington, DC 20006 

 

Dear Mr. King, 

 

Thank you for your February 21 letter to Secretary of State Pompeo regarding the case of Huma 

Younus and forced conversions in Pakistan.  He has asked me to respond on his behalf.  The 

Department of State takes issues of human rights and religious freedom seriously and closely 

tracks religious freedom conditions in Pakistan, including forced marriages and conversions.  

Since 2018, the Secretary of State has designated Pakistan a Country of Particular Concern for its 

particularly severe violations of religious freedom, as documented in the Department of State’s 

annual report on International Religious Freedom. 

 

We have been following Ms. Younus’ case since it was first reported.  In addition to reviewing a 

range of publicly available information, we have worked with our Embassy and Consulate 

colleagues in Pakistan to consult with pertinent civil society contacts to gather more facts about 

her case.  While some facts of the case remain in dispute, what appears clear is that Ms. Younus 

was married in contravention of provincial laws that ban the marriage of any minor without 

parental consent – 18 years of age in Sindh province and 16 years of age in Punjab province.  

Her marriage was therefore illegal.  It is also clear that courts and authorities have not effectively 

enforced the law in this case. 

 

Accordingly, we have been actively engaged with Pakistani officials on this case.  Most recently, 

members of my team visited Pakistan in February 2020, and raised with the government our 

concerns about forced conversions, including Ms. Younus’s case.  They also met with the Chief 

Minister of Sindh to discuss Ms. Younus’s case.  U.S. officials have repeatedly raised the case 

with many of Sindh’s senior leaders and we will continue to do so.  We have also raised the issue 

with federal officials and parliamentarians in Islamabad. We will also continue to raise these 

concerns with the Pakistani Embassy in Washington until they are resolved. 

 

Thank you for reaching out to us.  We appreciate your vital work to advance religious freedom 

for all. If you have further questions or information to share, please feel free to directly contact 

Razi Hashmi, the Pakistan lead in my office, at HashmiRI@state.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Sam Brownback 

Ambassador at Large for 

    International Religious Freedom 

mailto:HashmiRI@state.gov

